
DEOJRATIAS. ~
Our Broad and Fruitful Home for

Untold Millions.

PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE GREATNESS.

A Contrast with the Nations
of Old Europe.

THE CELEBRATION TO-DAY.

How the American Festival of

Thanks Will Be Observed.

It is diffleult to give in words any mora complete
Impression of the material strength of t&is nation

than is conveyed by the graphical presentation of

the areas of our States and Territories ss compared
to those ot the most civilised and densely populated
countries of Europe, if we consider the proportion
of tneee areas to the area occupied by the principal
crops on which our material welfare mainly depeuds.
Upon one-fonrteenth part of our whole soil or

upon one-seventh part of that wtych is fit for agrirnUiiran nrodtica the hav and roots that we re-

> quire, end all the grains and cotton that we need

ourselves, with so much more that even If we did
I* not produce an ounce of gold or silver within our

* borders we could command the treasures of the
world. Yet If we consider the average product per
acre in respect to every one of these crops we find
that it does not exceed one-lialf the quantity that
even a reasonably good system of agiioulture would

bring forth. If we consider the conditions under
Which each and all of those great crops of grain, hay
and cotton are produced wo find that they represent
in the leaser degree only, the art of agrioulture.

TUU CHEAT WHEAT HKOIONS.

Not many years since the Qenoseo Valley and the
central parts of the State of New York were mainly
devoted to the production of wheat; from that point
its cultivation gradually moved westward and

northward, and now Minnesota and Kansas take

the lead in thiB great crop. But this change
does u6t mark the decay, rather the progress of

agriculture in the regions from which tho cultureof wheat has mainly passed. In tho great
Mississippi Valley wheat has fonnd its natural
home upon the Lbess formation, the boundaries of
which are not yet known. The soil of this name
formation has been cropped with wheat for centuriesin China without exhaustion. Tho valuo of
this soil is presented in Mr.Abram S.Hewitt's
speech, in which the resources of this country are

so ably presented. The eastern boundary of this

i formation is somewhere in Ohio, tho western extendsto the great plains weat of the Mississippi.
ITho farms of Contral New York are better cultivatedand more productive than when ttnvyWWfS
devoted to wheat. Even in the more storile State
of Massachusetts the data of the last national
census (which were quite Inadequate in respectto the products of agriculture of that

State) disclosed the fact that Worcester county
stood only third among the county divisions of tho
whole country in tho value of tho products of agriculture.The first was Lancaster county. Pa.; the
second tho great dairy county'of St. Lawrence, N.
Y.; the fourth was Hartford county, Conn.; not
until the fifth did we roach tho corn country. La
Ka.Ha Miintv 111 airth tho whnjifc onnnfrr (laL'tnnil

couuty, Mich., and next we come back to Burlington
county, In New Jersey.

highkb agriculture.

In 1870 the value of the products of agriculture of
the five counties of Lancaster, Pa.; St. Lawrence,
N. Y.j Worcester. Mass.; Hartford, Conn., and Burlington,

N. J., all situated in tho far East, was

$88,804,240. Yet the area of improved land on which
this value was produced was only 3,008 square miles,
an area that would bo graphically represented on the
scale of tho chart by this squaro

The value of the~ farms of those five Eastern
Counties represented by this squaro wan, iu 1870,
$182,780,011. The value of all tho improved lands
in the great corn State of Illinois was only five times

as great; tho value of all tho farms in the great
wheat State of Minnesota a little more than one-half
as much, antf in tho great cottou State of Mississippi
leas than one-half.
In this country corn and wheat are but the

pioneers of agriculture, and the cultivation of cotton
is almost semi-barbarous, even under its present

improved conditions of free labor.loss tliau half a

bale to an acre is tho average, and that is the produet
of land under the rudest methods and most

nnflt conditions of cultivation or of the poorest
kind. One bale of cotton an acre is the minimum
of good cultivation.

dairy products.

The dairy products of the nation cannot readily
be graphically presented by a lino representing a

specific area of land, but tho vnlue of the butter
and cheoso ia nearly, it not quilq, as groat hs that of
the cotton crop; and, if the value of the milk consumedas food be added, the total valuo of
tbo dairy product is more than that of tbo cottou

irop and aa much aa or more than that of tbo wheat
arop.

touacco, suoar, kick.

Tobacco, sugar aud rice occupy so email a space
that the ecale of the chart will hardly aufilce to picture

them.
wool. .

The production of wool cannot be graphically defined.Its final home may bo upon tho cotton field
wbera sheep fed upon the cake that is left alter the
oil n&* been taken rrom tne kernel of tlio seod will
fertilize tlio soil, doublo the crop of cotton and add
Ilia wool clip to tlio profit of tlio crop.

TUB UOMK OF ONE UUMDRCD MWJJOKS.
We number now nearly or quite 50.0UU.0O0 people;

100.O0O.UO0 could be auatainad' without increasing
the area of a single farm or adding one to their number

by merely bringing our product tip to the averago
standard cf reasonably good agrlculturo, and

tlien tbero might roiuaiu l'or export twice the quantity
wc now send abroad to fecfl tho hungry in foreignlands. No longer dlvidod by the curso of slavery

this nation ia now united by bonds of mutual Interestand of common speech, tied by the Iron band

,
- at to,000 miles of railway and la yet only beginning

NEW YOR

WHAT
Graphical Presentation

2fame. ^ Squart MUu

1..Texas 274,35

2. .Austrian Empire 240,94

3. .German Empire 212,09
4..France 204,09

5..Spain .. 177,78
6..Sweden..... 168,04
7. .California. 157,80

8..Territory of Dakota 150,93

9..Territory of Moiftana. 143,77
10. .Turkey, inducing Bulgaria, <fco. 138,26
11..Norway. 122,28
12..Now Mexico 121,20
13..Great Britain and Ireland 120,87
14.. Italy 114,2S
15.. Arizona. 113,91
16. .Nevada 112,0£
17..Colorado 104,5C

18..Territory of Wyoming. 97,8f

19..Oregon. 95,21
20. .Territory of Idaho. 86,21
21. .Territory of Utah 84,41
22. .Minnesota 83,51
23.. Kansas 80,81
24..Nebraska 75,91
25. .Territory of Washington 69,91
26. .Indian Territory. 68,91

27..Missouri 65,3J
28.. Florida 59,2

29. .England and Wales 58,3'
30.. Georgia 58,0

31..Miohigan 56,41
32.. Illinois 55,4
33.. Iowa 55,0
34. .Wisconsin 53,9
35.. Arkansas ". 52,11

36..Alabama 50,7

37..North Carolina 50,7
38. .Mississippi. 47,1
qo XTam* Art n

.HOW *I|V

40. .Pennsylvania 46,0

41.. Tennessee 45,61

42. .Louisiana 41,31
43.. Ohio 39,9(
44. .Virginia. 38,3*

45..Kentucky 37,6)

46.. Portugal 36,5]

47..Maine 35,0<
48. .South Carolina 34,0(

49..Indiana. 33,8(
50..Ireland 31,81

51..Scotland 30,6*

52.. West Virginia. 23,0C

53. .Netherlands 20,5'i
54.. Greece 19,91
55. .Switzerland 15,23

56..Denmark 14,55

57. .Belgium 11,37

58. .Maryland 11,12

59.. Vermont 10,21

CO. .New Hampshire. 9.!l8

61. .New Jersey 8,32

62.. Massachusetts. 7,80
63. .Connecticut 4,75

64.. Delaware 2,12

65. .Montenegro 1,77

6<J. .Rhodo Island 1,30

to feet tlf* vital power and grandeur of a trul

national existence.
CONTRAST* WITH BCXOPB.

On this day of Thanksgiving may we not grate
fully contrast our position with that of other ua

lions whoso area is reproi-entoil in tho chartT
For tho purposo of this consideration wc will omi

tho half cultivated Empire of Russia, with its vos

area in Europe of 2,U(>1,C67 squaro miles, oontaluluj
78,381.447 people and burdened by its almost uu

known national debt. We will omit the half organ
izod States of Iiouraauia, 45,043 square miles am

6,073,000 of people; Servia, 30,860 square miles

1,710,633 people; Montenegro, 1,770 squaro miles

105,500 people. We will omit the dying Empire o

Turkey In Europe and the newly created States o

Bulgaria, Eastern Uoumolia, Bosnia and llersega
vina, about 118,OdO squaro mile* aud 8,315,00

people.
TBX DKllT-lltTIWKXEO AltMKD OAUTS OF CIVJI.IZATION

We will naako our compartaon only with the civil

ixod countries ot Europe. The nations awl States o

Austria, Germany, France, Spain, Hwedon, Norway
England, Scotland, Ireland, Italy, Portugal. Nether

lauds, Giroece, Swltacrland, Denmark and Del

gium comprise 1.4V8.540 square miles; an are

about equal to the arablo laud of the Unite'

Statea; their population, according to th

sconsus of each country taken at various date
in lmk and anhiauunutlv. was UT.S0k.484
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jr Their national debts amounted to $15,710,587,040
(nearly sixteen thousand millions of dollars), seveneighths<Jf which or more wore incurred for wars in

i- which tho peopio had uo voire, but which were

h entered upon to sustain tho vestal wrongs with

which past generations of ruiors have burdened the

t pooplo of the prosont tiino.

t Thcso States and nations are guarded by armed

g camps, coutaimng standing armies to the number of

1,'J.'>4,31)4 uion, while a far greater number, kept iu re-

nerve and liable to be called to activo war at a moment's

J notice, are wasting half their lives in military drill,

i. In tho freest nation of all.Great Britain.one-half

i, the House of Lords anil one-third of tho House of

t Commons are said to be counocted In some direct

f manner with tho army and aro tho man who mainly (

- sustain the tory administration In Its policy of war, t

D rapine and aggression.
AVI IlIOA'S DFJtT AND AllMV.

'

. It is but fourteen years since our national debt (

was over $3,000,000,000; its full amount never apf

peured by the books of tho Treasury, becauso before 1

, tho accounts tlist were due and unpaid at tho end of the

war could bo audited and entered $250,000,000 hail

- been paid; slueo tlieu it has been reduced $750,000,000
a more, and vo now owe but $3,000,000,000. i

A Oar irin.r Is but a border police of 25,000 tuen.

ltafore the pud of tlio country our debt may l>e ell

paid, and If juatlco is done to tlie Indian tnboa we

I. thaU base leas need of an army tben than now.

I
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of the States and T

, Omitting Russia ar.

Relative Area (United States solid, E

m

.j

»

Quantities. Square Miles.

1,388,218,750 bushels 80.G01 SSS5
420,122,400 bushels 60.170 ..

39.608,206 tons 42.080

413,578,560 bushels 20,590__

5,073,531 bales 19,166=

4? 245,630 bushels 2,800 3
124,126,650 bushels 2,776 Z|
25,842,790 bushels 2,535 3
12.246.820 bushels 1.051 |

sheet of p»i or and am not drawn on the same scale.

Id 1 will now endeavor to convince you tliat wo

can yet receive a few mere Immigrant* from

England and not be embarrassed by them. If you
will aend the nieu to do the work we can place thoiu
npon the tittle patch of the State of iexas by which

,d Texan exceed* tho prevent area of the German Kmre
put (02,0U0 .square miles}. We will locate thin lot, an

[e. we nay iu America, on tho Una of the Texan l*acille«

ry Itallroad, aouth of tlio Red lliver and bordered by it.

u. Within eighty or a hundred ndlen on each aide of

, that line, before we ooiue to tho grazing country,
iB we will Hud good land enough to prop.duce tho entire cotton crop of the United

[|r Htatea, nay five million baton, and the entire wheat

.,i crop of the United Staten (then about three hundred

ei and fifty million buahola), and wo will have land
ro enough left inside onr limit of 62,000 mjuaro miloa

to nuhaiat the people who make theao two cropa. If
tlila is not sufficient, an tho winter wheat growa too
fant In that aoctiou, wo will pasture two or thrco

je million head of cattle upou it, to keep the wheat
below the first joint until after troate have olosed,

)tj and then aend them to market."

My friend aaid he had before considered me a

le molest Yankee, but hia oonfldouce wan shaken. He
seemed, however, to find some satisfaction in tho

t, furthor statoment which I added. "That the real reliefto England from any Immediate fear of our

competition in cotton fabrics or other goods or

ly wools might be allavod, because the home demand
_ upou our mills, works and money would soon be,,jooiue so active aa to give us all we oould do to super

p'y * »"
aa The computation on which the statement In reinspect to Texas was haaed was an estimate that the
«a tortile laud ot the section named would yield one

Ignorant* or mo majority or your countrymen
to the capacity of the United State*, and the reaa

ie tual ail acliool map* are utado to fit a uulfoi

tIPLE SHEET.

THANKFl
erritories of the United St
Ld Alaska.

oropt open).
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Statistical abstract of the United

Agricultural Department of the Ui

Martin's Year Book.

Texas produced in 1878 between 800,000 and

cotton on 1,808,306 acres, or

The consumption of cotton in the United St

1,668,you bales ; if raised in Texas, at present a

The crop of cotton of the United States in 1878bales

; if raised in Texas, at one bale to an

The world uses in all 11,000,000 to 12,000,000
American weight; if all were raised in Texa

an acre, less than

ates, omitting Alaska

istimated

the remainder is suitable lor grazing.)

cupied and in part improved
1 in the above farms, estimated

e crops named below
1

d of Texas, say

L Crops op the United States in the Year 1878.

m
1 p

j>Nt

% %

Area of the United St

Area of arable land, e

(A large portion of

Area of farms now oc

Area of improved lan<

Area occnpied by nin

I Area of Texas

Deduct the desert Ian

Area Occupied bt the Principai

Acres. Product per Acre.

il,585,000 26.91 bushels

12,108,560 13.09 bushels

16,931,300 1.47 tons

3,17(5,500 31.30 buahel*

[2,206,800 -413 bales

1,790,400 23.60 bushel*

1,776,800 70 bushels

1,622,700 16 bushels

673,100 18.20 bushels

THK POIUhATlOM FKOBMUt IN KNOLJLND.

An American gentleman, woll known in tbo wor

at political economy, s thinker ami a statistics

writes something bearing on this matter which w

be found highly significant:.
When in Knglaud about two year* since I foui

atl thinking men erectly disturbed by the prrs«u
of population and by the laud question. One gcutl
uian with wliota I passed a couple of day*.a v«i

large niauutacturer.stated the problem in substa

daily these word*:.
"We double our population in England one*

fifty years; we now buy one-hall our food; we d

pond upon our supremacy in manufacturing for oi

power to purchusu; you lu America, ami other

have touched our supremacy; you havo not y
trenched upon It to any great extent, but you ha

liegun; If wo csunot sell wueauuotbuy; what tlx

iliall we do with o r increase if wo caiinot even su

aiti our present population?"
My natural reply waa. "Send the increase to tl

[Jui tod States."
lint," said my host, "your land la all dispost

>f."
I stared at him aud asked ou what authority I

made that statement.
His reply was;."On Major Powell's official repot

>f which X have a copy."
HOW AMKniCA CAM BOI.VK IT.

I then explained to him that Major Powell more

itated that the government had parted with its title
that the laud was disposed of but hot yet used, at

[ then addod:."You are a fair example of tho utt

s

JL FOE.
\

,ates and the Countries

30RITIES :

States.Joseph Nimmo, Jr.

aited States.J. R. Dodge, Statistician.

Square Miles. Relative Area.

900,000 bales of

2,825 J
)

atos in 1878 was

iverago per acre.. 4,800 \
79 was'5,073,331
acre 8,0001
bales of cotton of

s, at one bale to

19,000 f

Square Miles. jl
3.03-4.399 11
1,500,000

700,000

400,000

'221,769
274,356
50,000- 224,356

H elation Area.

=1

=j

Total square miles 221,769

bale of cotton or^wenty bushels of wheat to aa
acr«. under «ood onltivaUou, at which ratio
6,000,000 hale* of eottou would tnko a little

lest in square miles tiian 8,000
350,000,000 bushels wheat a little over 27,000

For the two crops S5.000
\f«ari»iu liir nvi r-oatifufttA in *nv KUtrtinnnt.

Kxcess of Texas over Orrmany In all imjuaro
tulles) 02,000

Perhaps some other Hiatcs might compete with
Tcxua, but this seemed tile best example to isudI tlis
case.

OUB UK1UTAOK OF FBXXPOX.

Whilo wo thus aeo on what substantial grounds w«

may look forward to a future of brilliant and unexampled
prosperity and peace wo mar well remember

that the riches of a nation consist neither In abundance
of money nor in abuudanco oT land, bnt, in tbo

words spoken a centnry since l>y eno of the great

merchants of Philadelphia, Peletiah Webstor, whose

works are too little known, they do consist In "good
laws, good public officers, in yirtuons cltisens, in

strength and concord, in wisdom, in justice, in wise

counsels and in manly force."

Ma> wo not wi ll recall on tnia day of TtianKsgtvinn

the warning words of ouo now living, who him elf

ha* done .is much as any other man to koop
this nation true .

For what avail the plough or sail,
Or land or life, if freedom fail?

In the providence of God there are no degrees of

crtiuo. The crime of alavery we have repented and

ws hare paid the debt of wrong by life and treasure*


